
REGULAR CORPS EVENTS 
 
Sundays      Meetings at 9.50.  10.30 a.m. 4-30 p.m.                         
Mondays      Silver Threads Club Fortnightly  
                      Lunch 12 noon. Meeting 1.45p.m 
                         Next one  12th Dec.  Christmas dinner  
                     Bible Study  Weekly, 7.30 at the hall.  
Tuesdays      Open Door and light lunches  10 a.m.—1 p.m. 
                      Parents and Tots   10 a.m.—12 noon.  Not  school hols.
             Home League  1.30 p.m. For ladies                                
Wednesdays  Cameo Club —second Wednesday monthly 7.30 p.m.   
Thursdays      Open Door  10 a.m.—12 noon  (Not school hols.) 
    Open Songster practice 1st Thursday each month 
Fridays           Coffee Morning and Luncheon Club   
    9.30 a.m. and 12.15p.m. 
Saturdays       Walk  first Saturday every month.  Details from           
                  Barrie,  Andy or Gladys.  All welcome 
 
Special this month…  
 
Sunday 11th   Toy Services  10.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m . 
Sunday 18th   Corps Carol Service  4.30 p.m. 
Tuesday 20th  Mince Pies and Carols with the Band  11 a.m. 
Thurs  22nd     Church Centre Outreach 10 a.m.—3 p. m.  (Page 14) 
Sat. 24th          Late night revellers. 
Sun. 25th         Welcome to the newborn King.  10 a.m. 
Sat 31st            Social and Watchnight Service  8 p.m.  
 
Coming later…  
 
Sun 15th Jan.        Safe and Sound Training Session following 
                                      morning meeting.  12 noon—1.15. 
                                For all Y.P. workers, but open to all. 
Much Later…  
 
June 23rd and 24th 2012   130th Corps Anniversary with 
                                                 Major Sam. Edgar 
 
 
   
 

Editor:     Carol Gibson. 
Tel. 01494 534087  Mob 07799187687 

Email :  carol@standardbearer.info 
Magazine Website  www.standardbearer.info 
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Dear Friends, 
 
 
 
 ‘In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was  God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things 
were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. In him was 
life  and  that  life  was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it’. John1: 1-5 (NIV) 
 
      At Christmas we celebrate once again the birth of Jesus Christ 
– the  Word  made  flesh. The  word  ‘incarnation’  literally  means  
‘in-flesh’. The ‘Word’ is not an ‘it’. The ‘Word’ is Jesus Christ, who 
was with God in the beginning, dwelt on earth for just over thirty 
three years and now, risen from the dead, he lives for ever. The 
‘Word’ is not inferior to God; the ‘Word’ is  God, co-equal in power 
and glory. So Jesus Christ was born as God made flesh, to reveal 
and demonstrate God’s love, forgiveness, mercy and grace to us 
when we do not deserve it. (Now that’s worth shouting ‘Hallelujah!’) 
 
      When I was at Officers’ Councils in October, I listened to a Bible 
study by Major John Read, Ecumenical Officer for our territory. He 
quoted words by Bishop Tom Wright as follows: 
 
     “The Word became flesh, said St John, and the Church  
     turned the flesh back into words: words of good advice,   
     words of comfort, words of wisdom and encouragement,  
     yes, but what changes the world is flesh, words with  
     skin on them, words that hug you and play with you  
      and love you and rebuke you and build houses with  
      you and teach your children in school”. 
 
      What do you make of those words? What ‘word’ will you share 
with people during this Advent and Christmas that will help change 
the world? 
 
      I wish you joy and peace, and  pray that in the year ahead we 
may all grow closer to Christ, and share the good news of the 
‘Word made flesh’. 
 
 Happy Christmas! 
 Captain Hilary 

December Sudoku  -  “My Saviour”   
Place a letter from the words ‘My Saviour’ into each empty cell so 
that  each  row,  each column and each 3x3 box contains all let-
ters.  No letter should  
appear more than once in  
any row, column or 3 x 3 box. 
                   

�

Carolling dates. 
Most of them need volunteers for collecting 

 
 10-12-11    Sat     Eden Centre                  13:00 – 15:00       
 11-12-11    Sun   Eden Centre                    14:00 – 15:30      
 16-12-11     Fri   Marylebone Station         15:30 – 18:00        
  (train time to be confirmed) 
 17-12-11     Sat   Marks & Spencer             10:00 – 12:00        
 18-12-11     Sun Amersham Hill  
                                  (Shrubbery Rd)          10:00 – 11:30         
 20-12 -11   Tue  At the Hall –  
                            ‘mince pies and carols’    11:00 – 12:00        
 21-12-11    Wed  Morrisons                         14:00 – 16:00         
 22-12-11    Fri   Marylebone Station           15:30 – 18:00          
  (train time to be confirmed) 
 23-12-11    Fri Morrisons                           14:00 – 16:00          
 24-12-11    Sat  Eden Centre                       10:00 – 12:00          
 Hospital – still tbc                19:00                        

��     U    

 S     M V  

R  M O V     

   S R    I 

  S    A   

U    I M    

    U V S  Y 

 Y V     I  

   A     R 

   

   

   

It was getting near to Christmas, and Tommy was saying his 
prayers with his mother.  Dad and Grandma were downstairs.  
Suddenly the boy shouted, “I pray for a  new bicycle.”  “You 
don’t have to shout dear, said his mother, God is not deaf” 
“No” said the boy, “But Grandma is!  
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Volunteers needed on Thursday December 22nd between 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m. to help with an outreach event in the 
town.  There will be carol singing, prayer activity, a gift  
wrapping service and refreshments.  Speak to Captain 
Hilary if you can help.  The idea is to remind people what 
Christmas is all about.  Not only the ringing of tills and the 
filling of stomachs, but the coming to earth of Jesus. 
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A note from the editor:  
Just to say thank you to all who have contributed particularly the 
Commanding Officers (three this year), Andy, Claude and Kevin 
as well as Georgina and Ali with their interesting reports on music 
school in Belfast.  Also those (mostly Gladys) who give me infor-
mation to include in the pages of Standard Bearer.  It will soon be 
a new year and I’m sure there will be lots more exciting things 
happening in 2012 including our 130th anniversary to keep me 
busy on the computer. I hope it gives you as much pleasure to 
read it as it does to me to prepare it.   You may be interested to 
know that it is read online by people as far away as Australia and 
America as well as here at home.  God bless you all. 
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     The Corps Treasurer, Barrie, has provided us with encouraging 
figures regarding the change in cartridge giving and collections for 
the first half of this financial year.  (See below) The response to the 
suggestion that we all re-consider our giving, has resulted in a 24% 
overall increase compared with the same period last year.  Of course 
Give to Grow is not only about finance, it is a threefold programme.  
The two other aspects, time and talent, are not so easily quantified, 
but there are people doing different things and giving time in new 
ways. 
 

Corps Giving, Cartridges and Collections 
 

Actual       2009—2010  (Apr.—March)                £20,325 
Actual       2010—2011  (Apr.—March)                £23.306 
Budget      2011—2012  (Apr.—March)                £23.000 
 
1st Half financial year  
 
Actual       2011—2012  (Apr.—Sept)                  £14.925 
Expected   2011—2012 (Oct.—March)                £14.000 
 
For year   2011—2012                                         £28.925 
 
% increase since Give to Grow started                  24%  
 
Thank you. 

Front cover 
Illustration by Cornercube Design and 
Illustration.  www.cornercube.co.uk  

On the subject of things financial, the Christmas 
sale  raised  £1,100.  A wonderful effort from all 
concerned.  It was a most enjoyable occasion as 
well with lots of people coming into the hall, some 
for the first time.  Thanks are due to all those who  
worked so hard to make this the success it was. 
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Part two  

  
     In the ‘Good Old Days’, we used to indulge in a 
number of extra-curricular activities.  For the boys 
we had the scouts, with Fred Bowler as Akela and Claude Peddle 
as Baloo.  (Those legs were a sight to behold.  The girls had guides 
and sunbeams under the direction of Mrs. King, Mrs. Richards and 
Sylvia Richardson. (I don’t remember seeing their legs). 
    There were also a number of reincarnations of a youth club, 
where  the  ladder hanging from the ceiling in the junior hall played 
a prominent part.  We were expected to race along this ladder 
swinging from one rung to the next with our hands.  Pete Brooker 
was  the  best  exponent  of  this  exercise,  getting  from  one end 
to the other in 5.4 seconds.  Some of us others were rather more 
ponderous. 
     There were no such things as timbrels.  I remember that Mrs. 
Jones and Carrie Looms used to beat in time with the music with a 
tambourine, but there was no ambition towards any suggestion of 
flamboyance.  However we did have Mary Bird, who taught our 
young girls in the art of club swinging.  These wooden clubs must 
have been two foot long, extremely heavy and could have doubled 
up as a policeman’s truncheon quite successfully.  However the 
girls swung them round manically, developing their arm muscles in 
particular to the tune of, ‘Ever Near to Bless and Cheer’.  There has 
been a strong movement for the re-establishment of the art, espe-
cially as we still have two highly skilled exponents in our midst.  All 
enquiries please to Hilary Steventon or Eileen Bennell. 
     We also had the Sunday School treat, when we might travel to 
some far flung seaside resort and plant our Corps flag in the sand 
and any child that got lost would be shepherded back to the flag.  
(There must be a sermon in that somewhere.)  Jack King was  
always in charge of the races, giving out sixpences to the winners.  
I am afraid that I always came away with empty pockets. 
    At other times our destinations were less ambitious.  Who will 
even forget the outing that we had to Burnham Beeches, where 
Major Joe Burlison scrambled up a tree so that he might make a 
swing for the youngsters.  He was seriously ill at the time and died 
only months later. 

      Then, of course, there were the afternoon meetings.  Yes, we 
used to have three meetings on a Sunday, plus three open air ser-
vice.  The afternoon meeting was a chance for everyone to let their 
hair down.  The band would play a ‘festival series’ piece, at least ten 
minutes in duration.  The songsters might sing a sessional song, the 
favourite being “The Awakeners”. (ask Helen, I am sure she would 
sing it for you if you would like to hear it. 
    I loved to listen to the elocutionists; we had two brilliant performes 
in our band.  Percy Manders (I really thought that his name was 
Purse Bananas) would recite and I would be riveted.  In later years 
it was Bert Collins who took over the mantle.  He used to tell us 
about “The Man with a Single Hair”, who was so traumatised when it 
eventually fell out, that he had it stuffed and mounted in a display 
cabinet.  The bandsmen knew these poems so well that they used 
to join in the punch line. 
    Innovation was the name of the game.  It was from the afternoon 
meeting that the Male Timbrel Group was formed and their fame 
spread throughout the British Isles, if not the world.  (Ask either of 
the Dobson boys of Keith or Stephen for the gory details).  I remem-
ber one innovation in particular which never quite came off. Robert 
Fuge had arranged for about a dozen of us to whistle the Cairo Red 
Shield march.  It sounded reasonable to begin with, but then just 
disintegrated.  It is not possible to whistle when you are laughing. 
    Claude was once asked to write ‘An Ode to the Letter C’  He fin-
ished it off by reminding us that but for the letter ‘C’ we would not be 
sitting on a chair, we would be sitting on a hair.   
    This was typical of the afternoon meeting.   I could go on for 
ages, about the thirteen second cornets in the Junior Band, or Fred 
Allen playing his mouth organ, of the visit of ‘The Drummers Frater-
nal’, or a bird landing on top of Frank Morris’ head. 
    Memories!  Before Joe Burlison became the commanding officer 
at High Wycombe, he visited to take the Sunday services.  His mes-
sage was so powerful and challenging, that before the day was 
ended, over thirty people had re-dedicated their lives to God.  The 
Holy Spirit was at work in our midst.  Someone picked up the flag 
and started a Glory March round the hall, which most of us joined, 
marching out of one door and back through another. 
    Have we become a little too sedate and sophisticated in our wor-
ship?  Answers on a postcard please, or why not respond in the 
pages of Standard Bearer? 



The pretty church of St. John the 
Evangelist at Lacey Green where 
I was invited to  join in their 
morning service on Advent Sun-
day. It was their toy service and 
as I stood in front of the altar 
along with the vicar, Rev’d De-
nise Critchel, men women and 
children brought  their gifts and 
presented them to us.  It was 
lovely to share with them and to 
know that they trusted the Salva-

tion Army to distribute the toys to children who really need them.  On the 
11th  we will have our toy service and then will come the task of sorting 
and allocating toys and food parcels to needy people in the area.  Don’t 
forget to let Gladys know of any families who might benefit. 
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��� Songs of Praise and Celebration of Talents both deserve a mention in 
this issue of Standard Bearer.  With bandsmen from Woking, Wokingham, 
Banbury and Portsmouth joining with our own band, it was a musical feast 
for anyone enjoying brass band music.  Familiar and not so familiar pieces 
were played and the fellowship enjoyed by bandsmen everywhere was 
very evident. 
     The Celebration of Talents afternoon came with it’s usual panache and 
the homespun wisdom of Bill and Charlie on the subject of firsts was deliv-
ered with humour and expertise as Claude had learned all his lines per-
fectly!  Karys on the drums played first in the 
band piece, and Ali participated with a cornet 
solo in a piece entitled ‘Hosanna’,  We were 
reminded of several ‘firsts’ in Scripture, starting 
with creation, John 1:1, the first disciple and 
the first gentile convert. However it was the 
timbrels who made the afternoon, with  their 
amazing routine.  The lessons they learned in 
Belfast and the subsequent training by Geor-
gina made for a very lively routine.  Denise 
made her debut as a soloist with  the songsters 
and the Singing Company brought a new set-
ting of Dare to be a Daniel.     
Two very different afternoons, but both of a 
high standard and both bringing blessing.. 

Please pray for ….. 
 
Stewart Christie;  
Gill Hawker’s sister and niece;  
Major Margaret Porter, who is still far from well. 
Gill and Ivy. 
Good news from the USA……. Don is now in remission.  Both he 
and Beryl anREpraising God for answered prayer. 
 May Martin is home and dong well 
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Andy is into nostalgia in a 
big way at the moment, 
so I thought I’d join in.  
This picture was taken at 
the toy service in 2002.  
Can anyone identify the 
man in the red suit?  And 
no, it’s not a competition 
and yes for the children 
out there, I do know it’s 
Father Christmas!   

One boxing day the C.O. noticed that the figure of the baby Jesus 
was missing from the nativity scene in the hall.  He later saw a 
little boy pulling a little truck.  In it was the baby Jesus.  When 
asked why he had taken it, the little boy replied. “I’m keeping my 
promise.I prayed to Jesus and asked if I could have a truck for 
Christmas. I said if I got one I’d give him a ride in it.”  
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The Realms of Glory Choir tryouts for 

that first Christmas night included this 

spirited ditty.  BUT as we all know “For 

he’s a jolly good baby”  never actually 

became a Christmas classic 

 
Quotes of the month:- 
We will preach Jesus unashamedly. 
The love of Christ compels us. 

Edith and Ron Turnock have been valued 
members of our congregation for a number of 
years now, but the time has come for them to 
move on.  We will miss them very much.  
They go with our love and prayers for what-
ever God has in store for them in the future.  
Having lived in the same house all her life, it 
will be a particularly  big change for Edith.     
May God bless them both.                          
Their new address is:- 
    5 Liberty Court,  7 Bellingdon Road 
       Chesham,   HP5 2FG 
  Phone number 01494 4257837 

We have been blessed over the past few 
weeks to have Miriam and Matt sharing with 
us.  They are at present at Wycliffe studying 
hard.   Pictured  here at the close of one 
Sunday meeting Matt is holding returned 
questionnaires concerning the Bible reading 
habits of members of the Corps. We were 
given time during the meeting to fill them in.  
All to help with their studies.  They plan to 
stay with us during their stay at Wycliffe 

Trevor Austin (left) 
and Major David 
Scott, who both led 
meetings during the 
absence of Captain 
Hilary.  We are very 
grateful to each of 
them  



A C H R W H C H R I S T M A S A R I E R O 

T S G O R R K L D E M T N A V R C Q P E F 
J P N C A T S T A B L E O Y B C T L D G H 
U S Y C P F S S R B X A H C R J V O W N E 
W I K S P H O Y O M U A M E K R R Y Y I S 
C E H R I N S T M I A S A N L I G H T S A 
R D D I N N E R A S H A Y P G P N Y N L M 
C E W Y G E A R S T I L V N E N T G N O T 
H I G B P H T Y L L O H I H O L R Y N R S 
R I R G A H T S A E L P L I S O S C A A I 
I L E M P U T A L T P R I S O B U R I C R 
S G E H E A B T R O O E U H N D A Y O N H 
T V D I R R G L H E I S C A R O L S M O C 
M T N H Y E R S E A D E T A R O C E D N R 
A D I C E L E T T E R N C H T I A L D H E 
S L E G N A O L Y U I T N F A I T N T S H 
T O R G M A N G E R F S S E L D N A C E T 
R S G N I K N T L E A F N D M I A S L D A 
E C H R H I S F P U D D I N G T S T E H F 
E E R E C D E T E M E R I N S B O R N L C 
H R I S T I S S S L L E B H G I E L S B O 

Angels 
Bauble 
Candles 
Carols 
Carol singer 
Chimney 
Choir 
Christmas 
Christmas tree 
Cracker 
Decorated 
Dinner 

Father Christmas 
Gifts 
Holly 
Ivy 
Kings 
Letter 
Lights 
Manger 
Mistletoe 
Presents 
Pudding 
Reindeer 

Santa Claus 
Season 
Shopping 
Sleighbells 
Snow 
Stable 
Star 
Stocking 
Stuffing 
Tinsel 
Toys 
Wrapping paper 
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1. Who said “Behold a virgin shall be with child and shall bring forth a 

son”  B.  Isaiah.  B Jeremiah.  C.  Ezekiel.  D. Daniel 
2. What does the name Emmanuel mean?                                                                          
          a. God is for us.  B. God is with us.  C God loves us.  D. God saves us 
3. What did the prophet Micah say about Jesus’ birth? 
          A.  He would be born in Bethlehem. B. He would be laid in a manger 
          C.  He would be visited by shepherds.  D. He would be raised in  
           Nazareth. 
4 In what month  of Elisabeth’s pregnancy did the angel appear to Mary? 
          A.  Fourth.  B Fifth.  C. sixth.  D. Seventh 
5 What was the name of the angel who appeared to Mary? 
          A.  Uriel.  B.  Raphael.  C.  Michael.  D.  Gabriel. 
6 Who sang. “My soul doth magnify the Lord”? 
          A.  Elisabeth.  B.  Angels.  C. Mary.  D. Joseph 
7. The angel said to Mary that Jesus would reign over the house of which 
          Old Testament character? 
          A.  David.  B.  Solomon.  C.  Jacob.  D. Abraham 
8 What was the name of the old prophetess who saw Jesus in the  
9 temple when he was presented to the Lord after his birth? 
         A.  Huldah.  B.  Deborah.  C.  Hannah.  D.  Anna 
10 Who said, “A light to lighten the gentiles, and glory of thy people  
11 Israel”, when he saw Jesus? 
          A; Joseph.  B. Simeon.  C.  Zacharias.  D. Angels. 
12 Which prophet said, “Out of Egypt have I called my son”/ 
          A.  Hosea .   B.  Jeremiah.  C.  Isaiah.  D.  Malachi 
13 Who told Joseph that Jesus would save his people from their sins? 
          A.  Shepherds.  B.  Mary.  C.  Simeon.  D. Angel of the Lord. 
14 How long did Jesus remain in Egypt? 
          A. Until the barley harvest. B.  Until the death of Herod. 
          C.  Until he was five years old.  D. Until the rising of the next full moon 
15 What sacrifice did Mary and Joseph offer when the days of purification 

were complete after Jesus’ birth?.     
         A.  A young lamb and two pigeons.  B. A young goat 
         C.  A lamb.  D.  Two turtledoves or pigeons. 
16 Who succeeded Herod after his death? 
          A.  Archelaus.  B.  Caesar Augustus.  C.  Herod Antipas.  D.  Alphaeus.  
          


